A Short Summary Introductory Hebrew Grammar

Dr. Gary Staats, Th.D.; Ph.D.

Transcribed by Professor Jim Davison and Jeffery Gujjarlamudi

Copyright © 2010
Dr. Gary Staats
All Rights Reserved

ABOUT THE AUTHOR




Dr. Gary Staatswas the Gale and Harriette Ritz professor of Olgtdment at
Winebrenner Theological Seminary in Findlay, Ohiide received his Bachelor of
Arts degree in Bible at Southeastern Bible CollegBirminghm, Alabama, in 1963;
his Th.M, in New Testament Greek from Dallas Thgadal Seminary in 1967; his
Th.D in Biblical Studies from DTS in 1971; his Masbf Arts in Hebrew and
Ancient Near Eastern languages at Dropsie Collégebrew and Cognate Learning
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in 1983. He complétis Ph.D, in Hebrew and
Ancient Near Eastern Languages at New York Unitersi1989. Dr. Staats has
been a professor and pastor for many years, seavingrious schools and in
numerous pastorates.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

| want to thank my former student and colleague Damison and my student Jeffery
Gujjarlamudi for their tremendous overall helpypihg this Old Testament Hebrew
and Aramaic Christological Grammar book for me.iTkmdness in typing this
project has made my book on inductive Hebrew grammelassic texts a tool that |
can use in my classes. They are true friends \eitvasits’ hearts.

| want to also thank my students Erik Lightner,danDavison, Katie Erickson, Dan
Adkins, Kevin Vile, and Dean Stoner for the secsiovhich they helped to transcribe.
| also want to thank my former student and colleaguministry Marty Daly and

Ruth Whitaker, Academic Advancement Coordinatom&irenner Theological
Seminary for their technological assistance. | walso like to thank Don Gillis,
Vice-President of Business Development for Word8e&ible, for his
encouragement in my writings.

| also would like to thank my parents for institliim me a love of the Bible from
childhood.

Finally, and foremost, | want to thank my wife Jafoe her unfailing encouragement,
her infinite patience and kindness, and for hesstamt love and sharing in all of life

and ministry with me. She is truf?f[l_mm{.

- Gary Saats



A Short Summary Introductory Hebrew Grammar

Hebrew Alphabet
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aleph
bet
gimel
dalet
he
waw
zayin
het
tet
yod
kaph
lamed
mem
nun
samek
ayin
pe
sade
goph
res
sin, shin
taw

Transliteration
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Hebrew Vowels

Short Vowel Long Vowel
a Class2 pathah, ba 1 gamesha
e Class2  seghol, be 1 sere, g
2 sereyod, bey
i Class2 hireq, bi 2 hireqyod, bi
0 Class2  gameshatuph, bo 12 holem,bs
u Class2  qibbusbu 12 Sureq, bl
Half Vowels
(Simple & Composite shewas transliterated)
Simple shewa 2 Under non guttural consonants
Composite shewas Under gutturals such as
YONRNR
Transliterated
hateph (hurried) pathah¥ a
hateph seghol X &
hateph games n 0

Article indicator at the beginning of the word
(0 before non-guttural consonant followed by a dadgoge,1 before gutturals)



Personal Pronoun

Singular Plural
"IN | (C) NNIX we
AR you (m) apX  you (m)
R you (f) AR you (f)
NXin he n»n, on  they (m)
X1 she mn, 1 they ()
Suffix and Gender Indicators
Singular Plural
None for masculine QY for plural (m)
i_for fem singular M for plural (f)

Suffix Pronoun Indicators
Singular Nouns

Singular Plural
(D17V - Peace)

"»i%2W  my peace NNI%Y  our peace
AMiI%W  your peace (m) 0OMi%W our peace
II%W  your peace (f) 190120  your peace (f)
ini%W  his peace ani%W  their peace (M)
Nni%W  her peace 1919W  their peace (f)

(Christ isD12W)

Suffix Pronoun Indicators



Plural Nouns

Singular Plural

(@°TIX - Brothers)

X my brothers 7R our brothers
TOR your brothers (m) QoMK your brothers (m)
TOX your brothers (f) 12NN your brothers (f)
"R his brothers QNN their brothers (m)
1R her brothers TN their brothers (f)

Nouns in Construct Indicators

Singular Plural
. (m) in first syllable > (m) at end of word
D (f) at end of word ni (f) at end of word

It is necessary to learn the Qal Perfect and Inggedf the regular verb with its
suffixes and then these suffixes can be addecktotther 6 stems.

Qal Perfect
Singular Suffix endings
2vD he has done
noys she has done n. she

Ij'?;ﬂ.‘;) you have done (m) R you (m)
povs you have done (f) n you ()

Molrdijo | have done n



Plural
198 they have done 1 they
op%y®  you have done (MYn  you (M)
krd's you have done (f) 1 you (f)
N7y we have done N we

Qal Imperfect

Singular Prefixes to Imperfect
2yD° he will do " he
2ybn she will do n  she
2ybn you will do (m) A you(m)
"oyon you will do (f) "0 you (f)
2VDX | will do X |
Plural Prefixes and Suffixes to Imperfect
129D they will do 1, they (m)
moybn  they will do 3, A they (m)
19950 you will do 1, A you (m)
m%ybn  you will do 1, A you (f)
2yD) we will do 1 we
we shel/you he |
1 n M

Since the verl?:?b, “to do,” is used to classify the stems in mostngmars it is
used here



There are 7 basic stems in Hebrew

(The following are in the Perfect stem)

1. Qal/Paalis the basic stem a/@d ) vowel pattern
Sy - hedid

2. Niphal is the passive of the Qal witll grefix  (i/a) vowel pattern

‘7;7?3 - he/it was done
3. * Pielis the active intensive stem cjilowel pattern
'7;_7’.';) - he did (something) intensely

(normally the form i12 =T with doubling of second radical &ikowel pattern)
4. Pualis the passive of the Piel (u/a) vowel pattern

'7;7;_) - it was done (intensely)
5. Hiphil is the active causative stem withl gorefix (i/i) vowel pattern
v yon - he caused to do (something)

6. Hophalis the passive causative of the Hiphil withprefix and an (o/a)
vowel pattern

‘72?% - he was caused to do (something)
7. Hithpael is the reflexive with a prefifiil and an (&) vowel pattern

‘7;_793:@ - he himself did (something)

* Because the middle radical consonant is a gutitucahnot take a daghes forte (. ) which iatés a doubling in the middle radical of the Piel,
Pual and Hithpael stems, but this verb is useduseri is the basis of the naming of the stemsastriebrew grammars. For example since
doubling of the ayir) 2¥D cannot occur, the daghes forte is omitted hera.rinn-guttural middle radical the form would®gp , VTR vTpnn

he sanctified, he was sanctified, he himself séedti



The seven basic stems in the Imperfect tense

1. Qal/Paal *(i/0) vowel pattern
'7;7;')? - he will do (i/a because of guttural)

* with a non-guttural middle consonahblpf i/lo vowel pattern

2.  Niphal (i/a) vowel pattern
Sy - it will be done
3. Piel (shewa/a) vowel pattern
2yD - he will do (intensely)
4 Pual (shewa/u) vowel pattern
2yD - it will be done (intensely)
5 Hiphil (a/i) vowel pattern
A yo? - he will cause to do
6. Hophal (o/a) vowel pattern
‘717?: - he will be caused to do
7. Hithpael
2yan - he himself will do

In the Hithpael there is the preflX and an & vowel pattern

Basic tenses

In Hebrew there is the past or perfect tense amaiperfect or future tense.
They indicate completed action in the perfect amodmplete action in the imperfect.



Transliteration

In the beginning the student can learn the vowatscansonants by transliterating in
Genesis as follows:

TIRD DX) DHYD DR DNOR R MURID (Genl:)

“In the beginning God created the heavens aneédhih,” etc.

This can be continued for learning the consondiitere are 3 steps: 1) Write the
Hebrew, 2) Transliterate and then 3) Translate it.

The audio for each verse or passage should thiestéeed to and repeated aloud to
develop reading skill. Also memorization of someses in Hebrew is encouraged.
Reading of Hebrew should always be out loud.



Overall Chart Identification for Parsing Verbs

Check Prefix (rules for parsing)

Prefix
O O O O
[
.
n
i ] "
X No Prefix
]

Use Imperfect
rule Chart

Use rule chart
m

Use rule chart
]

Participle-use
Imperfect rule
chart

use no prefix
rule chart




Parsing: Imperfect rule chart

(One must know the Qal regular perfect verb suffigamperfect prefixes)
Specific Principles: Go to Prefix consonant and &ow
1. If “A” class vowel—  go to the next full vowel
a. If “I” class vowel=  Hiphil

b. If any other» Qal
Example:5’731 he will cause to be great or magnify

(Hiphil Imperfect causative)
2. If “I” class=> go to ' radical or consonant of root
a. If “a class vowel> Niphal
b. If any other» Qal
Exampleﬁp@f (Niphal Imperfect) — he will be kept, note alse thof the Niphal

stem has assimilated into tileby progressive assimilation W1 - becomes
W with daghes forte doubling of thiz

3. If “shewa” under Prefix> go to next vowel
a. “a’vowel> Piel727T? he will speak
b.  “u”vowel-> Pualq27T? it was spoken

Note: (doubling of the middle radicals)
4. If “0” class vowel under Prefix (qames gatoratuph games) Hophal
Example:? T3 “he has been magnified”

5. The patrticiple with the prefix will be parsediwthe same rules in the piel,
pual, hiphil hophal, and hithpael stems.

Example:'?" 121 magnify (with a/i) pattern showing a hiphil paipie



1 Prefix Chart

O O o i
“A” “IH “U”or “O”
Vowel Vowel Vowel
It will be Hiphil Go to the 1 radical or It will be a Hophal Perfec

imperative or infinitive
o 1210 “magnify”

consonant of the root ang
if:

1. “A” vowel - Niphal
Imperative or Infinitive

Example:19WY “be
kept” note tha of the
Niphal has assimilated
into theW for progressive
assimilation> V1 > W
with the daghes forte
doubling.

2. Otherwise> Hiphil
Perfect

Example:?” 1A “he
magnified”

lor Imperative or Infinite
Example:573[l

“be magnified”
(Imperative)

Note Qame T is Hatuph
or short “0” vowel

—+




] Prefix Chart

O 0O 0O ]

1. If i/pathah vowel patter/» Niphal | If the i/a vowel pattern does not appear

Perfect, 1Y he was kept then apply the imperfect rule chart to
C determine the Imperfect form for th& 1
2. If i/games or final long = Niphal common plural.

Participle, Example1 V] “he was
keeping”




No prefix chart with examples of vowel patterns

Qal Stem
Y
aleYV,
NnY
hY
HY?

1Y

Piel Stem
027

127
1277
Pual Stem

22

Vowel Pattern
ala

ole

Vowel Pattern
i/e
alk
ak
Vowel Pattern

u/a

Qal Perfect, “he has kept”

Qal Active Participle “he is keeping”
Qal Passive Participle “he was kept”
Qal Imperative “keep”

Qal Infinitive construct “to keep”

Qal Infinitive absolute “indeed keep”

or “continually keep” depending on

whether the infinite absolute precedes or
follows the verbs

Piel Perfect “he spoke”
Piel Imperative “speak”

Piel Infinitive “to speak”

Pual Perfect “he was visited”

(or imperative/infinite)



Basic rules for identifying and Parsing weak verbs

Weak verbs are verbs that deviate from regulars/grithat some begin witha
(nun) or a guttural or have a guttural for one orenof the consonant¥ I K).

These verbs are classified by the vé®d, to do or by I, 2, 3 position
depending on the position in the verb where thessanants occur.

Example:]N1 is a Pe Nun or®13 for it is in thed or first position. Some of these
verbs are:

1. Pe Nun - wherel (nun) is in the position or first

position Example]N]

2. PeYod - XY

3. PeWaw - 2V from historic 2 W
4.  Pe Guttural - 2y

5 Pe Aleph - AR

6. ‘Ayin Guttural - Sy

7.  Lamed He - mi

8. Lamed Guttural -  YBV

9. ‘Ayin Waw - QP

10  ‘Avin Yod - o'

(See J. Weingreen, A Practical Grammar for Clakslelrew Clarendon Press,
1959, pp139-238, for a full grammatical discussdbmweak verbs)




Basic Rules

1.  PeNun 101 The basic rule is that of assimilation
Perfect: PN becomesPNI . N 1> N by progressive
Assimilation, you have given
Imperfect: 177 - 17 > thelassimilates into thB causing a

doubling with a daghes forte.

2. Pe Yod There are two types of Pe Yod verbs: Those

historically Pe Yo ©? “to be good,” and those
historically Pe Waw as iB¥" , “to sit.” These are
impacted in the Imperfect in different ways®*? “he will
be good” where the historlds retained in a Pe Yod
original verb, whereas the veB®” “he will sit” in an

historical Pe Waw verb where the waw fr&®)” elides
and with compensatory lengthening from hireq te ser
under the prefix the form becardd)” .

The Imperative & Infinite Construct in the histailly Pe
Waw verb hav@V “sit” (Imperative) and12W “to sit”

(Infinitive construct) where the historichlelided or
dropped out.
3. Pe Guttural The main rule change in these verbs are seerin th

Imperfect Niphal and Hiphil stems with compositewshas

Examples:21Y” “he will forsake” theV takes a
v
compositenateph pathah which changed the expected hireq

under thé to a pathalunder the influence of the pathiah
the hateph pathatomposite shewa. In the NipHat ¥ “he
has been forsaken” where the seghol occurs under to



corresponding to the seghol of the hateph segha@ e
guttural rather than being a yod as5ii5=53

4, Pe Aleph The main rule change is that of dissimilationnsieethe

imperfecﬂ?;N.’ “he will say”. Possibly an historica?a X?

at some point dissimilated inﬂi;?{"' where two seghol
vowels changed to an o/e pattern with a droppingbthe

hateph seghol under ti¥esince theX is quiescent and
vowel like. Hence dissimilation is the

key element here.

5. ‘Ayin Guttural ‘7179 “he did”. The main changes is that the guttural wil

take a composite shewa rather than a simple shegvihat
in the Piel and hithpael there will be compensatory
lengthening of the wowel from pathal{-) to gams

(.)

Examples arél‘?;?g “she did” in the Qal. In the Piel

since the¥ cannot double taking a daghfeste as in'{?l?
“to dwell”, it has compensatory lengthening frorhieeq to
a long vowel in the sere. Examplé:,?_!}

The same is true in the Piel Imperfect becon%h;gp?.

Since the¥ cannot take a daghes forte showing doubling

compensation occurs by lengthening the fatha
(short a vowel) to gara€long a vowel).

6. Lamed He Since most Lamed He verbs were historically Lamed

Yod, the yod will reappear in the perfect and infperand
the finall will drop out in the shorter jussive form.



For example in the Lamed He véibil, “to be,” the form
in the Qal Perfedd?i1 “you have been” shows the

reappearing of an historical yod. In the Qal Impeti> i1’
“he will be” the final vowel is seghol or an i/eask vowel
since and original yod seems to have preferrectdfﬁ"tl'gl'_'
with an o vowel as ir'ﬂ?.N:D'? “he will keep.” In the shorter
jussive’il? “let there be” the finall drops out and this
form appears.

7. Lamed Guttural Prefers a pathaf) in the Qal Imperfect instead of an
HOH

class vowel because the guttural attracts pathah

For example¥ V" “he will hear” instead ofHY?. A
furtive pathahappears under some forms to cause the final
guttural to be pronounced as¥n»WN “he caused to

hear”.
8. ‘Ayin Waw and In these verbs the middle consonant become so thaak
‘Ayin Yod it either dropped out as in the Qal Perfect arcsp

became a vowel as in the Qal Imperfect

For exampleD}? “he arose” from an originddl ? in the

Perfect. D1P? in the Imperfect thé became a vowel and
the pathalunder the yod prefix lengthened to a games
ExampleQlp? - OIP7

The ‘Ayin Yod verbmy “he placed” (Qal perfect) comes
from an originaD_’_iy where the yod weakened and
dropped out. And the Qal Imperfect becaid&” “he will

place” from an original’ W: where thé became weak and

disappeared and the pathahas lengthened to a games
under the yod prefix.

Example@®¥? - O



Summary of rules for weak verb

Pe Nun

e
Pe Yod

2U“
Pe Waw

=N
Pe Guttural

2y
Pe Aleph

R’

‘Avin Guttural

2yD

Lamed He

Assimilation and doubling
107 “he will give”
The yod is retained in the imperfect

21 “he will be good”

The original elides with compensatory
lengthening

2V “he will sit”

The composite shewa appears under the

guttural with a corresponding pathahder
prefix

Dissimilation appears in the Qal Imperfect

with ano vowel with the prefix
ale by
Compensatory lengthening appears before

the guttural in the Piel form

2y

The finall will drop out or elide in the
jussive

form and the i vowel will appear in the
imperfect.’i17in jussive,’1? in the
Imperfect“let there be,” and “he will be.”



Lamed Guttural - The pathalis preferred before the guttural

Yo
‘Ayin Waw and - The middlé and middl€ weaken into
‘Ayin Yod vowels and under the prefix thépathal)

lengthens to a gamés, ) by compensatory

lengthening
1Pl - *he will arise” forQI "
o - *“he will place” for@?¥?

The middle and” drop out in the Perfe@p andd¥



